The 2017 Ford Fiesta scores Five Euro NCAP Stars for safety
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A Five Star Fiesta for Euro NCAP’s 20th
Anniversary
•

•
•
•

The new Ford Fiesta scores a Five Star Euro NCAP rating – showing
the leaps and bounds seen in car safety since the 1997 Fiesta was
first tested 20 years ago
But no standard-fit AEB system on the Fiesta means the SEAT Ibiza
is still the Thatcham Research Supermini safety pick of 2017 so far
Families spoilt for choice in SUV safety – all four SUVs tested receive
Five Star Euro NCAP ratings
Euro NCAP confirms launch of its Roadmap 2025 on September 12

20 years ago in September 1997, the Euro NCAP crash safety programme
launched with a series of impact tests which shook the automotive industry.
One of the first cars tested was the 1997 Ford Fiesta and, coincidentally, Euro
NCAP is today publishing test results from the brand new 2017 Ford Fiesta.
While footage depicting impact testing for the 1997 Ford Fiesta does not
make for comfortable viewing, the 2017 version of the same model has today
been awarded a Five Star Euro NCAP rating.
“When you compare the impact testing for the 1997 Ford Fiesta with the
2017 version, you don’t have to be an expert to recognise a distinct
progression in car safety over the past 20 years,” comments Matthew Avery,
director of research at Thatcham Research. “The dummy in the 1997 model
endures a heavy head-strike against the B-Pillar and there is serious intrusion
in the side impact test too. The structure was just not stable. Today however,
the 2017 Ford Fiesta offers far, far greater levels of protection to its
occupants. What better way to demonstrate the positive impact of the Euro
th
NCAP testing programme as it celebrates its 20 Anniversary?”
“Euro NCAP exists to help consumers make informed choices around car
safety. This is especially important for top sellers like the Ford Fiesta – a car
which Euro NCAP has tested on six different occasions over the past 20
years.”
More Work to be Done
Although the 2017 Ford Fiesta achieved a Five Star Euro NCAP rating, the car
does not come with standard-fit Autonomous Emergency Braking (AEB). Avery
continues, “That one of the UK’s best-selling vehicles is a Five Star Euro
NCAP car is good news. However, its AEB system is only available as an
option, which is a shame as fewer than 5% of car buyers take up additional
safety packs. For this reason the SEAT Ibiza remains our top safety choice of
the Superminis launched so far in 2017.”
Spoilt for Choice
There were four cars tested this month in the increasingly popular SUV
segment: the Renault Koleos, the Jeep Compass, the Opel/Vauxhall Grandland
X and the Mazda CX-5. All were awarded a Five Star Euro NCAP rating, with

the Renault Koleos performing well on crash avoidance – thanks to standardfit AEB and Lane Departure Warning systems – and the Mazda CX-5 scoring
highest on adult occupant protection.
“SUVs are a popular choice for families, so it’s rewarding to see vehicle
manufacturers making ever-safer cars in this category,” said Avery.
Four More Scores
th

Euro NCAP’s 20 Anniversary month has been busy, with three other
Superminis tested:
•

•
•

The Kia Rio achieved a Five Star Euro NCAP rating, BUT only
when the optional safety pack is purchased. Without it, the Rio is
a Three Star Euro NCAP car
The Kia Picanto scored only Three Euro NCAP stars, rising to Four
Stars with the optional safety pack
The electric Opel/Vauxhall Ampera-e (UK launch TBC) was
awarded Four Euro NCAP stars, with tests on the front seats and
head restraints demonstrating marginal protection against
whiplash injury in the event of a rear-end collision.

Of the Kia Rio, Avery comments, “It’s great that drivers on a budget can
purchase a Five Star Euro NCAP car, but they must take up the optional safety
pack."
The ‘In Pursuit of Vision Zero’ Road Safety Conference
th

As part of its 20 Anniversary Celebrations, Euro NCAP will host the ‘In
Pursuit of Vision Zero’ Conference on September 12 in Antwerp. Speakers at
the event will reflect on 20 years of achievement and looking to the future,
Euro NCAP will launch its Road Map 2025.
The Conference will be officially opened by Kris Peeters, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Employment, Economy and Consumer Affairs of
Belgium, and will include high level speakers, policymakers, auto industry
stakeholders and road safety experts.
The first part of the conference will focus on the launch of Euro NCAP’s Road

Map 2025, setting out the programme’s priorities for the future and will
include a discussion panel of road safety experts. Facilitated by David Ward,
Global NCAP Secretary General, the expert panel will include:
•
•
•
•
•

Pierre Castaing, Head of Regulatory Affairs, UTAC CERAM Group
and Euro NCAP President
Peter Shaw, CEO, Thatcham Research
Monique Goyens, Director General, The European Consumer
Organisation, BEUC
Maj. Tom Van Esbroeck, Chairman, Commission for Extrication &
New Technology, CTIF
Wendy Machin, Chair ANCAP

In collaboration with IRCOBI, the second half of the conference will feature a
workshop on the Safety of Automated Vehicles. Facilitated by Michiel van
Ratingen, Secretary General Euro NCAP and Anders Lie, Specialist, Traffic
Safety Swedish Transport Administration
the workshop will include contributions from:
•
•

•
•
•

Andre Seeck, Head of the Vehicle Engineering Department, BASt
Bryan Reimer, Research Scientist, MIT AgeLab and Associate
Director, The New England University Transportation Center at
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Tetsuya Lijima, General Manager, Nissan's Advanced Technology
Development department
Ola Bostrom, VP Research, Autoliv & Zenuity
Ezra Dagan, Senior VP, Advanced Development and Strategy,
Mobileye

Follow the event online and via social media:
https://www.euroncap.com/en
https://twitter.com/euroncap
ENDS

Thatcham Research is the independent voice of automotive safety & repair,

advising motorists, insurers and vehicle manufacturers to help reduce
accident frequency, severity and costs and to realise the vision of ‘Safer cars,
fewer crashes’.
As well as its world leading crash and track research, Thatcham
Research tests and accredits crash repair parts, vehicle repair technicians, and
a number of other products and services within the collision repair industry
for insurers, motor manufacturers, equipment manufacturers and suppliers.
A founder member of the international Research Council for Automobile
Repairs (RCAR), Thatcham Research has also been a member of the European
New Car Assessment Programme (Euro NCAP) since 2004.

Contacts
James Smith
Press Contact
Head Of Communications
comms@thatcham.org
01635 293101
07990 706146
Tom Flisher
Press Contact
PR Manager
comms@thatcham.org
01635868855
07876 755615
Kate Bailey
Press Contact
Communications Executive
PR & Communication
comms@thatcham.org
+44 7384 830 461

Francesca Turton
Press Contact
PR Executive
PR & Communication
comms@thatcham.org
+44 7943 848 528

