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Another five-star car from JLR, but with
Citroën five-stars comes at an extra cost
•
•

Range Rover Evoque achieves five-star Euro NCAP rating
Four-star rating for Citroën’s C5 Aircross with standard safety
equipment, increasing to a five-star rating for drivers who opt for
the safety pack

The new Range Rover Evoque has achieved the maximum five-star safety
rating in Euro NCAP testing, achieving a high Adult Occupant Protection score
(94%), while offering a suite of standard-fit collision avoidance technology.

Citroën’s small SUV, the C5 Aircross, was awarded a solid four-star rating. A
five-star rating was awarded for vehicles fitted with the optional* safety pack,
which includes an enhanced Autonomous Emergency Braking system capable
of detecting cyclists.
Matthew Avery, Director of Research, Thatcham Research comments, “The
new Range Rover Evoque is another sterling Jaguar Land Rover product. JLR’s
commitment to safety is not in question; in 2017 it committed to fitting all
new models with Autonomous Emergency Braking as standard, while all
models launched since 2011 have achieved five-star Euro NCAP ratings.”
Lexus, SEAT, Skoda, Subaru and Volvo are the only other carmakers to
achieve five-star ratings for all models released over the same period.
Avery continues, “It is pleasing to see a carmaker maintaining such a
consistent five-star safety record, working with Euro NCAP to protect
occupants and vulnerable road users. The small SUV category is growing fast,
so it’s important that carmakers like JLR continue to raise the bar in such a
popular segment.”

Safety comes at an extra cost
The Citroën C5 Aircross is available off the forecourt with a camera-only
Autonomous Emergency Braking (AEB) system which can detect and respond
to pedestrians. The camera and radar system included with the optional
safety pack can detect cyclists as well as pedestrians.
“The Citroën C5 Aircross’ four-star rating is a credible result in the small SUV
crossover category. However, it is disappointing that the AEB cyclist system is
not fitted as standard. Citroën drivers are having to pay extra to detect
cyclists when other vehicles of similar cost, such as the Ford Focus and
Mercedes A-Class, already offer it in their overall price.
“Consumer take up of optional safety packs is very low, below 5%, so it is
vital that carmakers fit this safety equipment as standard to protect
occupants and vulnerable road users. It’s also bad news for second hand
buyers, unless they happen to buy from one of the small group of owners
who invested in the safety pack.”
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72%
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67%

Safety Assist

73%

75%

82%

* In 2016 Euro NCAP introduced a dual rating system, assessing the standard
versions of new cars sold in Europe, as well as models that come with an
optional safety pack, should the manufacturer request the extra test.
--ENDS--

Thatcham Research is the independent voice of automotive safety, security &
repair, advising motorists, insurers and vehicle manufacturers to help reduce
accident frequency, severity and costs and to realise the vision of ‘Safer cars,
fewer crashes’, while driving standards in vehicle security.
As well as its world leading crash and track research, Thatcham Research
develops repair methods amongst a number of other products and services
within the collision repair industry for insurers, motor manufacturers,
equipment manufacturers and suppliers.
In addition, Thatcham Research has administered the Association of British
Insurer’s (ABI) Group Rating system for the past 50 years. Group Rating is an
advisory system intended to provide insurers with the relative risk of private
cars and light commercial vehicles.
A founder member of the international Research Council for Automobile
Repairs (RCAR), Thatcham Research has also been a member of the European
New Car Assessment Programme (Euro NCAP) since 2004.
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