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Following today’s Government announcement setting out changes to the
Highway Code to help “ensure the first wave of [self-driving] technology will

be used safely”, Thatcham Research, which consulted with the Law
Commission on its recent report focused on the safe adoption of Automated
Driving, has issued a comment.
Matthew Avery, chief research strategy officer, Thatcham Research said:
“This is another notable landmark on our journey towards safe Automated
Driving in the UK. Education is a key enabler of safe adoption, and as such we
welcome the announcement’s focus on ensuring that drivers understand their
legal obligations behind the wheel of any vehicle described as having ‘selfdriving capability’.
“Although automation will ultimately make our roads safer, accidents will
still occur. Therefore, data must be recorded that shows who was in control at
the time of a collision, however minor, and this data must be openly
accessible to all stakeholders, not only the carmakers.
“The question of who pays when an Automated vehicle crashes remains
unclear. Carmakers and insurers will work together to handle claims where
the vehicle is proven to be in self-driving mode and while Mercedes recently
announced that it will accept liability when it’s ‘Drive Pilot’ automated
system is engaged, the provision of data will be vital to making sense of
collisions and ensuring that legal wrangling does not put a brake on
adoption.
“As a clear communication to the consumer, the announcement’s focus on the
driver’s legal responsibilities is important, especially when it comes to taking
back control from the system. This is an area of risk and it’s important that
drivers are aware that they must remain engaged and be ready to resume the
driving task at any time.
“We are also pleased to see that the proposed changes will not permit mobile
phone use, and instead only allow use of the vehicle’s infotainment system –
which means the self-driving system can issue a warning as required and
bring the driver back into the loop promptly.”
--ENDS--

Thatcham Research is the independent voice of automotive safety, security &
repair, advising motorists, insurers and vehicle manufacturers to help reduce
accident frequency, severity and costs and to realise the vision of ‘Safer cars,
fewer crashes’, while driving standards in vehicle security.
As well as its world leading crash and track research, Thatcham Research
develops repair methods amongst a number of other products and services
within the collision repair industry for insurers, motor manufacturers,
equipment manufacturers and suppliers.
In addition, Thatcham Research has administered the Association of British
Insurer’s (ABI) Group Rating system for the past 50 years. Group Rating is an
advisory system intended to provide insurers with the relative risk of private
cars and light commercial vehicles.
A founder member of the international Research Council for Automobile
Repairs (RCAR), Thatcham Research has also been a member of the European
New Car Assessment Programme (Euro NCAP) since 2004.
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