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Thatcham Research comment: First car
safety testing results for 2022 set positive
tone

Matthew Avery, Chief Research Strategy Officer offers his perspective on the
latest safety test results from Euro NCAP:

"This first set of Euro NCAP results for 2022 represents a great start to the
year from a safety perspective. And although there are several conventionally
fuelled vehicles here, we are continuing to see more and more EV options for
consumers with strong safety credentials.



"It’s also good to see a return to five-star form for Renault. The Megane E-
Tech has high levels of all-round safety and an especially good child
occupant score of 88% - making it a great EV choice for families.

"VW has added three more five-star vehicles to its range, with the ID.5, Taigo
and Polo. It’s particularly pleasing to see a popular car like the VW Polo
proving that it is possible to create a lower cost but still super-safe,
supermini."

Read the full Euro NCAP release here: 

Euro NCAP Twenty-Five Years On - New Polo, Taigo, Megane and NX Earn
Highest Accolades

Today, Euro NCAP publishes its first results of 2022 with the safety ratings of
seven vehicles. The Volkswagen Polo and crossover Taigo both earn five
stars. The Megane E-TECH, the first Renault model based on their new
dedicated electric vehicle platform, also achieved the top safety rating, as
does the new Lexus NX. The BMW 2 Series Coupé was awarded four stars.

July 2022 sees the introduction of new vehicle safety legislation, mandating
the fitment of important safety systems such as autonomous braking and
speed assistance on new vehicle types. And it will be a busy one for Euro
NCAP too, in its 25th year, with many cars lined up for testing and with plans
for a new roadmap to set the course for safety for the next decade.

In the meantime, car manufacturers continue to recognise the value which
consumers and fleet operators place on a good Euro NCAP rating. Volkswagen
gave the popular Polo a solid facelift, which, in addition to extra style,
especially added more technology. Thanks to the addition of new centre
airbags and more capable crash avoidance systems, the facelifted Polo
cleared the hurdle for a 2022 five-star rating.

The Lexus NX, available as normal and plug-in hybrid, shares the same
platform as the RAV4 from its parent company Toyota. While the car
performed well in tests and scored enough points to qualify for 5 stars, Lexus’
engineers did not provide all technical information normally shared with Euro
NCAP, leaving a careless impression that is atypical for a Toyota brand.



Leading Renault’s electric car offensive, the Megane E-Tech is an all-new, all-
electric compact hatchback launched to regain lost ground in Europe's
popular family car segment. With improved body and restraint systems, and
strong performance from advanced driver assistance systems such as AEB, the
5-star Megane E-Tech demonstrates that Renault understands how to
engineer cars that are not only attractive but are clean and safe at the same
time.

Tests on the BMW 2 Series Coupé showed that the car is offering good crash
protection and satisfactory protection to vulnerable road users. The
autonomous emergency braking system performed adequately in more
straightforward testing scenarios, involving other cars and pedestrians, but
was limited in the more challenging scenarios such as cyclist crossing and
turning across path. The car achieved a creditable four stars as a result.

Secretary General, Michiel van Ratingen, says, “It’s good to start the
anniversary year with some high-performing cars. Euro NCAP has been
setting the standard for car safety for twenty-five years. The next ten will
bring huge challenges, with assisted and automated driving very much at the
forefront of the changes ahead. Our focus on ADAS – advanced driver
assistance systems – over the last ten years or so makes us well-placed to
rate these new aspects of vehicle technology and to continue to provide key
information to car buyers in the future.

Also in today’s release, Euro NCAP has published the ratings for the
Volkswagen ID.5, sharing the 2021 five-star rating awarded to the nearly
identical ID.4, and the Ford Tourneo Connect, twin of the 5-star Volkswagen
Caddy.

Editor’s note
For full results, visit http://www.euroncap.com/

About Euro NCAP
Euro NCAP organizes crash & safety tests on new vehicles and provides
motoring consumers with a realistic and independent assessment of the
safety performance of some of the most popular cars sold in Europe.
Established in 1997 and backed by several European Governments, motoring,
consumer and insurance organizations, Euro NCAP has rapidly become a
catalyst for encouraging significant safety improvements to new car design.
Visit our website: www.euroncap.com.

http://www.euroncap.com/
http://www.euroncap.com


Euro NCAP ratings strictly apply to vehicles of the specifications offered in
Europe. The ratings do not necessarily apply to models offered in other
regions, even when sold under an identical name, as production specification
and equipment may vary.

Thatcham Research is the independent voice of automotive safety, security &
repair, advising motorists, insurers and vehicle manufacturers to help reduce
accident frequency, severity and costs and to realise the vision of ‘Safer cars,
fewer crashes’, while driving standards in vehicle security.

As well as its world leading crash and track research, Thatcham Research
develops repair methods amongst a number of other products and services
within the collision repair industry for insurers, motor manufacturers,
equipment manufacturers and suppliers.

In addition, Thatcham Research has administered the Association of British
Insurer’s (ABI) Group Rating system for the past 50 years. Group Rating is an
advisory system intended to provide insurers with the relative risk of private
cars and light commercial vehicles.

A founder member of the international Research Council for Automobile
Repairs (RCAR), Thatcham Research has also been a member of the European
New Car Assessment Programme (Euro NCAP) since 2004.
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